May 8th – 9th Stratford Re- Union 2010 Visit to Merevale Hall Warwickshire
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David and I set off early on Saturday May 8 for a weekend of anticipation and hopefully, delight!
We made good time to our venue The Old Red Lion in Atherstone, an hotel owned by the founder of Lloyd
Pharmacies and not far from our family history destination of Merevale Hall.

The first “excitement” was in negotiating the entrance to the Hotel which had to be done in a somewhat
imaginative fashion! Being a resourceful lot that was achieved and we all met up at the appropriate time and
everything was in place for the impending afternoon visit. It was also an opportunity to meet Tony Dunkley
who was able to join us for the first time and David found a fellow cricketing enthusiast.
We were to meet Matthew Dugdale at around 2.15pm; this had been arranged by our very own organiser
extraordinaire, Sheila. She had written to him explaining our connection to his family and also the fact that
Gerald Stratford had previously visited the Hall many years ago and had met Matthew’s father.
Matthew very kindly agreed to show us around the Hall which is not open to the general public, although in
the past he had shown people around in return for a small donation towards the church roof restoration.
There must be very few view points from which the Hall can be seen; we approached it from a very long drive
which at the time was bordered by glorious bluebells. We finally glimpsed it as we reached the enclosed

courtyard where we parked our cars.

As there were two doors that confronted us there was a small debate as to which one we should approach.
That was soon apparent when one of them was opened by a tall gentleman, casually dressed. We weren’t sure
who this was, a member of staff perhaps? This was soon resolved when he introduced himself as Matthew
Dugdale, although he seemed a bit nervous and slightly uncomfortable, we were soon to discover a charming
and humorous person.

He willingly showed us around the Hall, including some of the many rooms telling us some saucy tales of the
bedrooms!

There were paintings of all descriptions and genres; something to please everyone. I am a bit of a traditionalist
and was particularly drawn to the paintings of Thomas Gainsborough, Kneller and Lely.
The family portraits of Francis and his wife Anne (Packe) Stratford, an unusual combination by Gainsborough
plus their four daughters, Anna Francisca, Maria, Sarah and Penelope Bate are particularly fine and were
painted while the family was in Bath. We were able to take some photographs of these paintings.

Matthew showed us into the Billiard Room where the table was set with a display of Genealogical Items including the
pedigree of the Stratford/Dugdale’s as compiled by Matthew’s ancestor Sir William Dugdale an antiquarian and historian of
some considerable reputation. There were many reference books and also some recipe books with fascinating recipes

involving a great amount of fruit preserving in the form of candied fruit, which may not have been too good for the teeth!

After digesting as much of the History we could manage we went on through to the kitchen, via various
passageways, a lovely family kitchen with views overlooking some of the garden. From there we went on into a
large dining room where tea and cakes were laid out for us. At this point Sheila gave Matthew our gift of a
bouquet of flowers for the house, because Matthew had not wanted any remuneration we decided to send

him a donation to be used for the nearby church’s ongoing restoration.

He genuinely seemed to enjoy our visit as we left him he invited us to spend as much time as we wished
looking around the grounds, which we did before heading off to the church.

Unfortunately the church was locked but we took the opportunity to explore the graveyard.

We then headed back to the Hotel, all of us feeling that this was one of the best visits we had made, how could
the next one top that???

After a very good meal we said farewell to those who could not stay for the whole weekend due to other
commitments. Those of us that remained to enjoy a nightcap before retiring had an interesting time being
interviewed for one of the local radio stations. It started as a discussion about politics and ended up with the

the interviewer being more interested in genealogy!!!
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Sunday morning the 9 of May saw a more depleted group from the day before, although Marlene and Chris
had stayed overnight, Marlene had to leave and was bravely facing the surgeon’s knife at Cheltenham General
for another operation on her hip. Glad to report that she is recovering well.
We discussed several topics, relating to the Stratford research including the link to Stephen Stratford son of
Robert and Elizabeth.
We all thought that it would be useful to have a “designated” website just for ourselves, Helen, Hazel and
Rodger’s daughter has already set one up, it is not live yet. The thought being that we alone could access it
with passwords and maybe have a link for others to access but only if they were truly interested or had
additional information that could be included and would be useful to us all. This could include names, dates
place names etc:
Further places which hold Archive material which may be of use to us are the Marsh library and the archives of
Dublin Castle.
With this is mind we gave thought to where and when our next gathering might be, the month of September
2011 was agreed. Place to be confirmed, in the meantime, the family grows!

