4th Stratford Gathering September 2009

Another year, another place, another Stratford Gathering!
This year’s gathering promised to be even better than previous ones, with more
cousins joining us.
Again, we were not to be joined by Gerald and Rita Stratford. Gerald, as you will
know has been very unwell; we wished him well and thanked him for his research
into the Stratford family which was why we were all meeting up for this, the fourth
time. Two other noticeable absentees were Derrick and Margaret Stratford from
Wales, Derrick has also been extremely unwell and we wished him a speedy
recovery too.
This brought the total numbers coming this time to twenty four but sadly we were
twenty three as Tony Dunkley was unable to join us due to illness. We look forward
to meeting him in the future. An account of the gathering will be sent on to those
notable absentees.
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Our first port of call was Ampney Crucis, the Crown, and a 16th Century Inn to be
precise. Everyone had gathered there promptly at around 12noon. Greeting those
who were “old timers” and many new faces, trying to put names, which were familiar,
to faces! Not an easy task! Nigel brought his mum, his aunt, his Uncle Chris and
Chris’s wife Marlene. We welcomed Clare, Julia, Helen and Wendy; it was lovely to
meet more people with an interest in Family History.
We had an upstairs room which had been laid out well with two large tables.
Although most of us had intended to have a modest snack, the portions served were
very generous!

Nigel's Uncle Chris (sorry about the back view Chris!), Les, Nigel, Jan the
photographer, Malcolm and Judi.
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Sheila welcoming cousins.

At around 2pm we set off to explore the nearby church which meant that we could
leave our cars in the Crown’s car park. Walking there was very pleasant, crossing
over Ampney Brook which was flanked by typical Cotswold stone cottages. The
church is lovely, set in the most tranquil of places yet not too far from modern
civilisation.

Ampney Crucis is a great base from which to explore this part of the Cotswolds.
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Ampney Crucis Church

Ampney Brook

4

The next part was a “whistle stop” tour of nearby villages and their churches.
Meticulously planned, as ever, by our erstwhile cousin Sheila. Next stop was
Ampney St Peter, then on to Poulton.

Down Ampney (where Ralph Vaughan Williams’ father was once the vicar. You may
have heard some cousins singing!

Then to Siddington and Somerford Keynes, all villages with Stratford connections.
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William Stratford's grave being revealed at Rodmarton

Our final destination of the afternoon was our hotel, the Mayfield House Hotel in
Crudwell, not far from Malmesbury. The accommodation was comfortable and the
staff very welcoming.

6

.

The Mayfield House Hotel

As a group we were located in the Stone Room, where we were provided with a
table on which we displayed photographs and memorabilia that we could comment
upon.
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Sheila and Gordon

Relaxing over a glass of Wine

The dining arrangements had been carefully designed by Sheila and the Hotel staff
so that we could be seated in such a way to take into account our large number.
After the first night, other members of the group had to leave us due to work and
family commitments, thus reducing our numbers even further.
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A respectable dozen were left to spend the night at the Hotel, ready to set off on
the following morning.

Wednesday morning found those of us who had stayed the night meeting up over a
rather splendid breakfast menu.
Having been fed and watered we all headed off in various directions to different
places of interest, Cirencester, Malmesbury, the nearby Cotswold Water Park, or to
Chedworth Roman Villa.
We met up once again at the Baker’s Arms in Somerford Keynes for lunch, most of
us choosing the delicious mushroom soup!

Our next destination was Lydiard House and Park, owned by Swindon Town council,
this proved to be a little “gem”. The house was a delight and has been thoroughly
restored by the council, it is now open for all to enjoy. Although there is a modest
charge to enter the house, the extensive grounds are free to all.
We also had the chance to visit the church and were fortunate to see the magnificent
wooden 17th Century St. John polyptych which is held there. It is only opened up
twice a year and we just happened to be there on one of those occasions.
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It was then back to the Mayfield Hotel for another splendid evening meal.
Our last day, after a hearty breakfast and checking out of the Hotel, we headed off to
Gloucester Record Office, luckily arriving on a day which was not too busy. The
spouses who “wanted to do their own thing” headed off in the direction of Gloucester
docks while the rest of us Sheila, Hazel, Rodger, Jan, Les, Dorothy, Francoise and I
searched some of the records, with varying degrees of success.
Francoise and I found a “treasure trove” in the form of invoices from the 17th century
which had belonged John Stratford, mercer, of London. Francoise had pre-ordered
an item which had been deposited in the archives relating to the Hya(e)tt family. We
only “scratched” the surface as there were four boxes in total. Well worth doing
another search of these, if only for the Social History alone.
We left the Record Office at around 12.30pm and headed off to the Whetstone Inn at
Barnwood for lunch. Then off to Swindon Village for the final afternoon and
destination. I must say, at this point that there were some rather strange goings on
as far as the navigation was concerned! We did finally reach Swindon Village having
taken a somewhat scenic route to get there!
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Swindon Village Church near Cheltenham

We all managed to park at Swindon Village even though space was limited. The
weather was particularly lovely that afternoon and we were warmly welcomed by
Barry Simon and other members of the local History society. The church had been
opened especially for us and Barry gave a splendid talk on the History of Swindon
Village and of the Manor House.
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Swindon Village Manor House

We were then taken to se the Manor House which had belonged to John Stratford
who married Mary Sturmy. The manor has now been converted sympathetically into
apartments; some of the residents there had kindly opened up homes for us to see.
They also provided us with tea and cakes, this was most welcome. We were able to
see inside the oldest part of the manor and to enjoy the view of the church from the
gardens. It was the perfect end of an enjoyable two days, over in no time at all!
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In the front row, Jan, Les, Sandra, Hazel and Dorothy
In the back row, Sheila, Francoise and Judi

It was time to say our goodbyes once more to head off to our respective homes. We
hope that our next gathering will be over a weekend when younger members would
be able to join us more easily.
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